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Had the Honour e ago to make known to your Ma jeſty that the Lords of Aw: 
fferdam defired that I Mud by a Memorial to the States general, make known thoſe 
good Sentiments which your Majefty hath taken up for the reſt and quiet of that repub- 
lick , in caſe the Spaniards ſhou'd let paſs without effect, the prefixed time of the Month of 
an. but that I had refuſed to preſent ſuch a Memorial. In the mean time, Sir, the Lords 
if Amſterdam are not able by their Authority to bring the States General to deliberate ape 
In ſome Aﬀeirs; to do which it will be neceſſary that Penſionary Fagel and the Deputies of 
the States General do conſent before they look upon themſelves obliged by the prefentati- 
on of a Memorial, But as it was 2056, 32 for to Anſwer the deligns of the Lords of Am- 
ſterdam, that the States General ſhould enter into a deliberation of what meaſures they ſhould 
take: incaſe an accommodition ſhould not be concluded betwixt your Majeſty and Spain 

before the end of this Month. : , | 
We have ſought after all expedients that. mighr ſupply the defects of a Memorial, 
and they laid before me that I ſhould yield; that the Deputies of the $tates General ſhould 
ing ge in a conference with me : In the which a Friend of Amſterdam, one of the Holland 
Deputies ſhould demand of me my Thoughts concerning what ſhou'd happen, in caſe the 
Span ard, ſhould not acc:pt fone of our Majeſties propoſitions before the end of Jan. from 
whence height find mutet enough for the deliberation of the States General to me. I a- 
gre:d, and the Lords of 7n:{terd em went immediately to deſire two of the Deputies of the 
dtates General, thit were moſt inclined to the intereſt of che P. of O. that they would accept 
of a Deputation, and it was to be demanded from me. To give an expreſs Anſwer to the Com- 
plaints relating to the Ship called the Reagle; theſe were preſentiy ready and glad that they 
ſaw the Lords of Amſterdam , willing to make Complaints againſt France, but others ſee- 
ing further then they ſaw, that the deſign of the Lords of Amſterdam was nothing elſe but to 
get a Conftereace with me This being their ſuſpicion, was the cauſe that this expedient took 
no effect; but the neceſſity in which the tates General found themſelves to return me a 
Compl: ent, pon my giving them notice of the bir eh of the O. of Anjos did give us an op- 
porta it of another ese dient, which by the vigilance of the Lords of Anſterdam was not 
eſs letvicrable to us than the former. A | 
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For upon ſuch Occeſion. there being no more than three Deputies appointed, it ſell our 
juckily (all z laces having their turns) to fall vpon the Deputies of Hr//and s Freeſlana, and 
Gronivg ham; to come to me; ſo that the Lords of Amſterdam having throughly intormed tl e 
Lords of Friſland and Groning ham,and deſired the aforeſaid twoLords to diſcourſe with me in 
the ſame manner, that ihe Deputies of Amferdam ſhould have diſcourſed with me, in cate 
the Deputation of the States General had been compleate d the three aforelaid Deputies carve 
yeſterday to me, and give me to underſtand how much the States General rejoyced in the 
happy Birth of the D ot Anjou. After which the Deputies of Freeſland and Groningham be- 
gan a Diſcourſe ofthoſe Diſturbances which might ariſe, in cate the Spaniards li-ould pals 
by the Month of Fas. without effect: The Deputy of Hollan d, that had the Precedency de- 
clared that the Diſcourſe chat happened between us was of importance enough to be reported 
to the Stat es General; and in regard | e could not do it except ] gave it him in Writing , he 
therefore defired that I would put it into t he form of ĩ Memorial : I anſwered him that he was 

in the right, if l had any thing ts propoſe, or was to requelt any thing in the behalf of your 
| Majeſty , but that this was only as an Aniwer ro what was ſuid ro me by thoſe Lords that were * 
in the ſame Deputation, and that it was not a requ-1: of your Majeſties, and that it was 
ſuffic ent for them that they knew it might be granted them, when the States General ſhould 
think it matter of Advantage to them; and theteſore ] leſt it go them to examine what was 
moſt for their Conve nie nc, and that I wonld give them further Satistaction, in cafe they 
deſired a lat ger Information of your Majetties dentiments; after which the ſaid Deputics 
took their leaves, and about an hour afterthar, the Deputies of Amferdam came to Viſic 
me, and to inform me of their Endeavours, and that no matters came into debate before the 
States General but what came by way of Memorial;but that notwithſtanding, when a Miniſter 
had diſcourſed with the Deputies of the Stat es General, that the Deputies did agree amongſt 
themfelves whether the matter then Di ſcourſed off ought to be a matter of denberation or 
not, and that the Deputies of Frieſland and Groningham had given their words that the y 
did agree, that all the Diſcourſe that happened in the laſt Conference ought to be taken into 
deliberation. But g | 

Sir, notwithſtanding all theſe precantions, the Lords of Amſterdam date not be confident 

that the States General will take this Affair into deliberation; for the Authority ef the P. of O. 
and the direction of Penſianary Fagel is very great; which appears plain enough, for that the 
Lords of Amſterdam could not prevail ſo far with the States General, as to take ints. de... 
liberation the Memorials ofthe 5th of Novemb. and the 29 of Decemb. laſt , which I preſen- 
ted to them ʒ they alſo-declared to me that they could wiſh that I would preſent a Memo- 
rial, though it were only to make publick the good Inclinations of your Ma jeſſy to the Re- 
publick; alſedging that the knowledge ofwhat bas been already done, has had ſo conſiderable 
effects that it is to be hoped they will have more when it comes to be ſpread abroad. They al- 
ſo inſinuated to me that a Memorial might be ſo formed, as that the Propoſals might ſeem 
no otherwiſe intended but to the advantage ef the States General: As for Example, 

I hat | having obſerved from ſeveral Diſcourſes from the Members of this Government , 
the apprehenſions they have of the Arms of your Majeſty , in caſe the Spaniardt ſhould not 
come to an accommodation before the end of Jan. of which having the honour to give an 
account io your Majeſty , and that your Majeny had given me order to declare to the States 
General that in caſe they remained as they were, and that wy would ſend order to thoſe 
Troops that were ſent to aſſiſt the Spaniardi, not to AR otherwiſe then for the defence of the 
Spaniſꝰ Garriſons, that then your Ma jeſty, for the quieting of the Apprehenſions of the States 
General, will promiſe and aſſure them to deſiſt from further Attacks, and turn your Arms elſe- 
where; ard that he would be contented only with quartering of Troops and raiſing of Con- 
ti ĩibutions. 

As to what concerns the Aſſurance whiłh your Majeſty expects from them, that they 
will not begin any new Levy; that is an Afﬀairthat muſt be diſcourſed by word of Mouth 
and not by Memorial; for that would look like meddling with their Government: but it 
will be enough to lay before them, that they continue in the condition in which they are, 
and ſuch other Matters as may be convenient, and then they will ſooner think of the 
Caſhieripg of Troops, than raiſing more. The Lords of Amſterdam have extreamly preſſed 
me to obtain this permiſſion from your Majeſty, aſſuring me, that they will not be wantirg, 
that it ſhall obtain its end: They have alſo aſſured me there is hardly a day paſſes, but they 
gain ſome of the Cities of Holland to their Sentiments , and that they have jult now obrain- 
ed the ike from one of the Principal, and that they are uſing all endeavours to bring the 

©paniards 


1 
sp niardi to an \c:omodution which if they cannot ob: in, that then uch method: ſhou' d 
be uſed as was propoſed tor the Peace and Security of the Netherlands , and that they ho- 
ped that the Provinces of Friezland ind Greningham will come over to their Sentiments, and 
therefore defired me to diſcourſe with ſome of their Uefutits, that they may continue 
ſtedtaſt. 
Sir, I can aſſure your Majeſty , That the Lords of Amſterdam have been wanting in 
nothing on thetr — chat they are not wanting in their endeayours with other Cities: 
Bur, Sir, I mult not Wr get to lay before your Ma jeſty, That ſome of the Members of this 
State ha ve mide difficuley to allow your Ma jeſty to c: me with Militiary Execution upon 
the open Countrey of the Spain Netherlana, for that being done, it will be impoſſible for 
thoſe Provinces to maintain themſelves , they being deprived of ſubſiſtance; and that it will 
tend immediately to the taking away of the Barriere. wwe 
Incaſe the ways through Flanders had been ſecure, I ſhould not have taken the freedom 
to have ſent this Parquet by a Courier; but becauſe I could not have written till Tueſday 
by che wayof Liege, | thought it a matter of geater importance then to defer it till that 
diy, om giving your Majeſty Account of Aſtars in this Countrey for that it appears to 
me tobe a Mitter of ſo great a Concern, that your Majelty be ex1tly informed thereof, 
in caſe the Diſpoſitions which | perceive in the Minds of Ieople do not tuddenly change, 
this Aff ur ina few days will come to a greatextremity. Your Majeſty well knows that in 
the beginning the Prince of Orange endeavoured to win thuſe of Amſterdam to conſent to 
the Levies, but not obtaining bis end, he would reſolve it in the Aſſembly of the States of 
Holland; notwithſtanding the oppoſition of the Lords of Amſterdam ; there was in the be- 
ginning but one City that declared they could not conſent, that 4 Matter of ſo great impor- 
tance ſhould be brought to a Kefolution without a gereral conſent: The Prince of Orange 
fatter'd himſelf that he could bring that City to agree with the reſt, and ſo have concluded that 
Matter, But the Lords of Amſterdam being animated by the goodneſs of your Majelly, de- 
clared towards them, and being ſtrengthened by choſe Methods laid before them, were 
noi centented only to refuſe their Levies , but inveyed ſeverely ag1inſt them, and have 
made ſo great an Intereſt in many of the Cities, that ieveral of them are come over to their 
Sentiments. <2. 5 
And thus your Majeſty may ſee how this Matter continued for fome time; the Prince 
of Orange not being able to bear the Aﬀeont any longer, after four days entred upon a de- 
ſperate Reſolutzon, for conſidering that there were more Cities inHoland that gave their con- 
ſent for the Levies, notwithſtanding the opoſition of Amſterdam , then thoſe againſt it, 
he took a Reſol:.;on,- to cauſe all the Cities to give their Voices; and though there might 
be {ix or ſeven that might agree with Amſterdam in the ſame Sentiment , yet he intended 
to conclude the Levies by pluralities of Voices. 
hut tis believed hs principal Deſign was to ſave his Reputation abroad, by cauſing the 
ſaid Levies to be reſolved on, againſt the conſent of Amſterdam 5 it being well known in 
this Countrey, that Penfionary Fagell can come to what Conclulion he pleaſes, thougu a- 
gainſt the Conſtitution of the Republick, when aſſiſled by the power of the Prince of Orange; 
and it is as well known that he can have no great advantage by this Reſolution, for that no 
man will venture to lend money to the Solicitors for the advancing of theſe Levies. And this is 
the Sent ment of the P. of o. which he declared to the Heer van Harem; whom he alſo told, 
that he would come to his Reſolution the next Week : but though this Reſolution may be of 
lictle profit to the Prince of Orange, yet in other reſpeRs it may be of great advantape to him, 
either by reaſon of thoſe greac Sivifiomebar will be mede in the State, or by pleaſing the 
Marquis De Graza, hereby to make Spain believe that the Hollandeys will ſend great Supplies 
to tem, and that the Awſterdamers uſe endeavours roprevent it. 
dir, As forme, I hope that for the ſame reaſon that makes me fear the Lords of Amſterdam 
will not be able to obtain any thing againſt the will of the Prince of Orange, that the States Ge- 


neral uu ill not have cauſe to complain of yourMajeſty concerning theAſſurance deſired of them, 


that che Prince of Orange ſhould not be abe to gain his end in raiſing the Levies againſt the 
will of Am er dam 3 


| and in cafe he purſues his K eſolution, it will ſoon appear thit it will 
be to little purpoſe , for that it will be eaſier both for one and the other ſide to traverſæ 
each other in their Sentiments, then to cauſe them to rake effect. | 

| mult ſay this further to your Majeſty , That A7-»ſiear Pas , and others of the ſame 
denti ment have re-aſſumed Courage, and to d their Friends that they hid not flattered them 
In ac quꝛin ing them with what; our Majeſty hath done in FIA of Good 1 86, and yet leſs. 


That 
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_ That the Lords of Amfiir/am have had Reſolution enough; and for certain, in ca e the 

Fince of Orange ſpall attempt any thing by violence, he will meet with more oppoſitions 
thin he im gines. 

Sir, This is that which obliges me to repreſent to your Majeſty , _ I cannot ſo eaſily 
and ſpeedily as formerly, have the honour cf your Majeſties Orders, relating to Affairs that 
may accidentally happen; and in caſe your Majeſty ſha'l think good to give me any Or- 
ders tending to your ſervice, with permiſſion to execute the ſame gg occaſion requires, they 
may be of great uſe for the ſupporting of thoſe of Amſterdam to eter upon ſuch Expedi- 
ents as they ſhall propoſe me, that ſo your Majeſty might not be at a loſs to preſent a Me- 
mori al in ciſe of neceſſity ; but if not, yer to deſire a Conference with the Srates 
General, who will immediately ſend their Deputies to diſcourſe with me in this Affair: and in 
purſuance of this Conference, | would deliver over in writing what has been diſcourſed betwixt 
u*,which would be a means to palliate the matter;for the Lords of Amſterdam are not a little 
a latmed at the pretended comirg over ofa 136, and do ſay that it is nothing elſe but to 


amuſe them , that I am; fo etegelt e theſe propoſi ionsto them; and thæe is nothi 
will more advantage the intereſt o 3 N to ſhew them that it out of — 


: pe& to them that you have bin ſo frank in your proceedings, and that is it which muſt per- 


ſwade them when we enter upon thoſe expedients , which will not too much ingage your 
Majeſty. I moſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty that you will be pleas'drolet 2 if 
there be any Afflirs wherein 1 might launch out my ſelf to the uttermoſt, without being a- 
ny obſtruction to what your MajeRty demands, relating to the ruin of the open Countrey 
ofthe Spaniards, in which 1 find ſo many difficulties, if che matter ſhould come ſo far, which 
yet queſtion : I do not give my ſelf the honour to ask of your Majeſty what I muſt do as to 
the 4— that may be deſired of the Lords of 4mferdam, in caſe they cannot bring the 


States General to grant unto your Maj bow has been laid before me; (as yet I know 


not what the intent of your Ma jeſty is) I can only ſay that the Lords of Amſterdam have 
not as yet explained that matter, and have told me expreſly that theſe are remedies they 
muſt only have recourſe untg, in caſe of the uttermoſt extremity ; neither will they ſay any 
thing to me of that * fair before they have loſt all hopes of obtaining from the States Ge- 


ner:1 thoſe aſſuraaces of giving your Maj ſty ſatisfact ion; which they do yet flatter them- 
ſelves they ſhail obrain, | , | 


A Copy of 2 Letter from Monſieur dę Saint Diſdier to Monſieur de Meſmes. 


i * hatirbin here no Alterations linde I have had the honour of Writiffg to you by Ca- 


tell. had aliojcwo days ago the ſame hunour ot Writing to you by the way of Liege. The 
Lords of Amſterdam do their endeavours, and onſieur B- Avenx lo manages his Affairs as 
to 0dcain his ende; and in caſe Affaits cannot be brought to ſucceed according to our wiſhes, 
it muſt be imputed to the great oppoſition we meet with. In the mean time we can promiſe 
our ſelves hat cheſe Aff uts will not come much ſhort of our deſires; as for me I make it too 


much m intereſt as well in Relation of my Station, as to the honour of Mounſieur D' Avaax, 


as to wiſh that all things may come to a happy l flue. HE 
Sir, your moſt humble and obedient Servant, Saint Diſdier. 


The py of Letter to Monſieur de Meſmes gth Jan. 1684. 
Fairs here re brought to a great extremi:q, and Ido foreſee they willgrow more difficult. 
It i: ao likely that any thing can be obtained in the midſt of theſe diſorders againſt 
the will of che Prince of Orange but the Lords of Amſterdam will never conſent to the Levies: 


It is belicyed be will do it in Oppoſition to them, which we muſt expect, 


A Cp of Leiter from Huber Limoion to the Reverend Faiher Grenier 
A; Martgilles, Diteaut the HAGUE, Second of January, 1684. 


Moſt Reverend Father and Maſer, i | 
Je ff irs of State in theſe parts is to prevent the United Provinces from proceeding in 
the evles, that fo the King may the rext Compaigne make himſelf Maſter of the 
© v ih Netherlands,we flitter them here with illufory Promiſes : for in all probability wit'- 
in four Months we ſhall hive a Bloody War. | Tours. 
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